
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF 

THIS SERVICE?

The purpose of the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting (CBAR) 

service is to provide a third-party service for gathering and 

relaying to appropriate Church authorities reports of the 

following kinds of misconduct:

sexual acts through violence, threat, or abuse 

of authority;

vulnerable person;

child pornography, or recruited or induced a 

minor or a vulnerable person to participate in 

pornographic exhibitions;

other cleric overseeing a diocese/eparchy in 

the absence of a diocesan or eparchial bishop, 

who, in the exercise of their of!ce, intentionally 

interfered with a civil or Church investigation into 

allegations of sexual abuse committed by another 

WHAT KINDS OF REPORTS 

SHOULD NOT BE MADE THROUGH 

THIS SERVICE?

All other complaints against bishops, such as theological 

concerns, liturgical abuses, church closings, priest 

should not be made through this 

If you wish to report sexual abuse or misconduct by other 

clergy or Church personnel other than a bishop, please 

contact your diocesan / eparchial Victim’s Assistance 

Although Church authorities who receive reports of the 

sexual abuse of a minor and certain other crimes will report 

them to civil authorities as required by law, this service is 

that you are the victim of a crime, please contact local law 

WILL THIS SERVICE RESPECT 

MY PRIVACY?

Although reports made through this service will be routed 

to appropriate Church personnel and, as warranted, civil 

authorities for investigation purposes, the reports will 

to provide your name or contact information, although 

you may choose to do so to facilitate the investigative 

WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN 

A REPORT?

reporting;

occurred, and the timeframe of when it occurred, 

It will be helpful if the report also includes as many relevant 

details as possible, such as the names of other individuals 

involved, as well as dates, times, known circumstances, or 
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WHAT HAPPENS TO A REPORT ONCE 

IT IS SUBMITTED?

WHO IS PROVIDING THIS SERVICE?

WHO INVESTIGATES THE REPORTS 

ENTERED INTO THIS SERVICE?

WHICH BISHOPS ARE COVERED BY 

THIS SERVICE?
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