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DIOCESE FILES PLAN OF REORGANIZATION 

The Diocese of Winona-Rochester has reached a settlement with the Creditors’ Committee representing 145 survivors of 
clergy sexual abuse. “It is my desire and hope that the compensation paid in this settlement will help the survivors heal from 
the pain they have felt over these many years. We must never forget the tragic anguish caused by individuals who abused 
their power and positions of authority. We must stay vigilant in our unwavering commitment to protect the youth in our 
Diocese who rely on priests, deacons, religious, and lay people to keep them safe and provide for their spiritual care.” said 
the Most Reverend John M. Quinn, Bishop of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester.    

This settlement, mutually agreed to by the Diocese and the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors, includes resolution 
of claims against the parishes, schools and other Catholic entities within the Diocese. The $21.5 million settlement will 
allow the Diocese to submit a Plan of Reorganization to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for approval as part of its Chapter 11 
bankruptcy proceedings.  

In addition to fully satisfying the financial commitment of the Diocese, the settlement provides for additional proceeds from 
certain insurance companies. The agreement reached with the Committee also provides for future action against certain 
additional insurance carriers that provided coverage to the Diocese in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  Claims stemming from that 
time period with those insurance carriers are still unresolved and additional compensation to the survivors may be recovered 
to the extent of the coverage provided by those insurance carriers. With the filing of the Plan of Reorganization, the Diocese 
will next pursue confirmation of the plan, a process that will include the filing of a disclosure statement and, after its 
approval, soliciting votes on the plan from survivors and other creditors, and ultimately a hearing at which the bankruptcy 
judge will decide whether to confirm the plan.     

The Diocese of Winona-Rochester filed a petition under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code in November 2018. Since then, 
under the supervision of the federal Bankruptcy Court, the Diocese has worked with representatives of survivors of clergy 
sexual abuse to resolve fairly claims made against the Diocese, parishes, schools, and other Catholic entities. These claims 
were filed under the Minnesota Child Victims Act, which temporarily lifted the civil statute of limitations on historical 
childhood sexual abuse claims for a three-year period ending in May 2016. 

Since the implementation of its safe environment program, the Diocese has conducted over 44,000 background checks and 
16,000 clergy, teachers, staff and volunteers have completed its VIRTUS safe environment training.  The Diocese continues 
to utilize its Ministerial Standards Board to ensure accountability and proper monitoring of interactions between youth and 
all persons who serve the Diocese.  

“On behalf of the Diocese, I want to express my sincere apology to all those who have been affected by sexual abuse in our 
Diocese.” said Bishop Quinn. “I pledge my continuing commitment to ensure that this terrible chapter in the history of the 
Diocese of Winona-Rochester never happens again.” 

Questions regarding the above information or the Plan of Reorganization for the Diocese of Winona-Rochester can be 
forwarded to Very Rev. William D. Thompson, Vicar General, at reorg-plan@dowr.org or 507-858-1263.  
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